
Chad McAlister
Star Teacher

After having Mr. McAlister as a teacher of  multiple classes throughout high school, I believe 

that he stands out as my most influential teacher.  I have discovered from his legendary AP 

English class that I can push through any challenge – trust me when I say challenge – and feel 

so rewarded by my hard work in the end.  However, although it definitely feels satisfying to  

have the ability to recognize an Oxford comma or to decipher The Canterbury Tales, I also value 

the life lessons that I have gathered from him.

Mr. McAlister has convinced me that traveling and reaching beyond oneself  are some of  the 

most important things a person can do.  Whether by exploring Greece or a nearby art museum, 

I have been inspired to experience as many things as possible in life.  He has also taught me to 

seize every opportunity that comes about, motivating me to constantly better myself  and learn 

new things beyond just schoolwork. 

If  a lunchbox is left unattended in his classroom, it is almost certain that Mr. McAlister has 

raided it for Oreos or other snacks, stating that one must take advantage of  the opportunities 

that they have been given.  I admire that he has also shown by example that there is no shame  

in making mistakes, which is something I truly needed to learn.  Once, he left a pen uncovered 

in his pocket until it emptied into a massive ink stain on his shirt, and from that, I learned to try 

to make the best out of  any situation.

Mr. McAlister has mainly influenced me with his supportive attitude.  He has always been 

genuinely willing to listen to and help his students with anything, constantly encouraging.           

I have learned to believe in myself  because he believed in me, and I hope to make him proud   

in the future.
 
Caroline Womack
Ashbrook High School
Star Student 2017

Gaston County Schools

Trip McGill
Star Teacher

Starting my freshman year, I took chorus because I got tired of  band and my mom said 
I should. Little did I know that the man sitting on a stool beside the piano – wearing that 
shirt and tie that he didn’t like wearing but did just because Joey Clinton told him he had 
to – would change the course of  my life forever. 

People like Trip McGill do not come around very often. I have never met someone who 
pours their life into everything they do like Mr. McGill. When people have the  
opportunity to attend a performance by one of  his choirs, some are touched by the  
beauty of  the choir or the message of  the piece, but the thing that they never see is the 
one of  most importance to me. 

When he conducts, Mr. McGill is taken to another place and it is clearly visible by his 
facial expressions while conducting. All his hard work, passion, and beliefs are visible in 
those moments. Everything Mr. McGill does can be summed up right there. Everything 
he does is for his students, nothing else matters; all that he thinks about is putting us first 
and getting us to be the best we can be. 

I recall one specific moment, on the stage of  Carnegie Hall. I will never forget the look 
– that half  smile just as he prepares to bring us in by taking the breath – in that moment 
we realize that he has brought us to the pinnacle; all of  our hard work has paid off, and 
we can now just let the work speak for itself. That is just one of  the many moments of  
Trip McGill that I will never forget. 

Thank you for everything you have done for me and all the others in your life.

Lathan Flake
Ashbrook High School
Star Student 2018


